Graduation Requirements
Administrative Procedures:  3460
A. Course Units Required

Students who entered ninth grade prior to the 2009-10 school year must meet course requirements for the specific course of study chosen.  Students who entered the ninth grade in the 2009-10 school year and beyond must fulfill the requirements of the Future Ready Core Course of Study, unless they are approved for the Occupational Course of Study.

Stokes County High School Graduation Requirements

(Meets or exceeds North Carolina graduation Requirements)

Please note:  Students must follow the graduation requirements for the year they  entered Grade Nine.

	For Ninth Graders Entering Between 2000 – 2008-09
	Available for
Ninth Graders
2000 – >
	For Ninth Graders
Entering in 2009-10
and Later

	CONTENT AREA
	CAREER PREP
Course of Study Requirements
	COLLEGE TECH PREP
Course of Study Requirements
	COLLEGE/ UNIVERSITY PREP
Course of Study Requirements
	OCCUPATIONAL
Course of Study Requirements

	FUTURE-READY CORE

	English
	4 Credits
English I, II, III, IV
	4 Credits
English I, II, III, IV
	4 Credits

English I, II, III, IV (Honors level recommended)
	4 Credits
Occupational
English I, II, III, IV
	4 Credits
English I, II, III, IV

	Mathematics
	3 Credits
Algebra I plus two additional math credits
	3 Credits
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, OR Algebra I, Technical Math I & II
	4 Credits
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, and higher level math course with Algebra II as prerequisite 
	3 Credits

 Occupational Mathematics I, II, III
	4 Credits
Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II or Integrated Math I, II, and III plus 
4th Math Course to be aligned with the student’s post high school plans. At the request of a parent and with counseling provided by the school, a student will be able to opt out of this math sequence. He/she would be required to pass Algebra I and Geometry and two other application-based math courses.

	Science
	3 Credits 
A Physical Science course, Biology, Earth/ Environmental Science
	3 Credits 
A Physical Science course, Biology, Earth/ Environmental Science
	3 Credits
A Physical Science course, Biology, Earth/ Environmental Science
	2 Credits
Life Skills Science I, II
	3 Credits
A Physical Science course, Biology, Earth/ Environmental Science

	Social Studies
	3 Credits
Civics & Economics, US History, World History
	3 Credits
Civics & Econ., US Hist., World History
	3 Credits
Civics & Economics, US History, World History
	2 Credits
Social Studies I  Social Studies II 
	3 Credits
Civics and Economics, US History, World History

	Second Language
	Not required
	Not required
	2 Credits in the same language
	Not required
	Not required for graduation. Required to meet UNC minimum admission requirements.

	Computer Skills
	No specific course required.
	No specific course required.  
	No specific course required.
	Computer proficiency as specified in IEP
	No specific course required.

	Health/Physical Edudation
	1 Credit 
Health/Physical Education
	1 Credit 
Health/Physical Education
	1 Credit
Health/Physical Education
	1 Credit
Health/Physical Education
	1 Credit
Health/Physical Education

	Electives or other requirements
	10 Elective Credits

	10 Elective Credits

	11 Elective Credits

	Occupational Preparation: 
6 Credits 
Occupational Preparation I, II, III, IV** Elective credits/ completion of IEP objectives/ Career Portfolio required
	6 Credits required 
2 Elective credits of any combination from: 
– Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
– Arts Education
– Second Languages 
4-Course concentration strongly recommended from one of the following: 




	Career Technical
	4 Credits in Career/ Technical
Select courses appropriate for career pathway to include a second level (advanced) course; OR
	4 Credits 
Select courses appropriate for career pathway to include a second level (advanced) course.
	Not required
	4 Credits 
Career/ Technical Education electives
	 See section above

	JROTC
	4 Credits in
JROTC; OR
	 
	 
	 
	See section above

	Arts Education (Dance, Music, Theatre Arts, Visual Arts)
	4 Credits in an Arts Discipline 
Select courses appropriate for an arts education pathway to include an advanced course
	 
	 
	 
	See section above

	
	Recommended: at least one credit in an arts discipline (for students not taking an arts education pathway)
	Recommended: at least one credit in an arts discipline 
	Recommended: at least one credit in an arts discipline
	Recommended: at least one credit in an arts discipline 
	See section above

	Total
	28 Credits 
	28 Credits
	28 Credits 
	28 Credits 
	28 Credits 

	Additional Requirements
	-Score proficient on 5 EOC tests:  Algebra I, Biology, Eng. I, Civics and Economics, and US Hist. 


	-Score proficient on 5 EOC tests:  Algebra I, Biology, Eng. I, Civics and Economics, and US Hist. 


	-Score proficient on 5 EOC tests:  Algebra I, Biology, Eng. I, Civics and Economics, and US Hist. 
	
	-Score proficient on 5 EOC tests:  Algebra I, Biology, Eng. I, Civics and Economics, and US Hist. 


B. High School Exit Standards

1.
Students, who (1) entered the ninth grade in the 2006-07 through 2008-09 school years and follow the Career Prep Course of Study, College Tech Prep Course of Study or College/University Prep Course of Study; or (2) entered ninth grade in the 2009-10 year  and beyond and follow the Future Ready Core Course of Study, 
must score at Level III or above on the following end-of-course (EOC) tests: Algebra I; Biology; English I; Civics and Economics; and U.S. History.  Students who do not score at Level III or above on the first administration of EOC tests must be retested in accordance with State Board policy.  The superintendent shall develop procedures, in accordance with State Board policy, for reviewing promotion requests for students who do not score at Level III or above on the retest.
The EOC test results will count as 25 percent of a student’s final grade in each high school course for which an EOC test is available with the exception of students following the Occupational Course of Study. 

2.
A student following the Occupational Course of Study, regardless of the year he or she entered ninth grade, must complete rigorous exit standards as outlined in State Board Policy GCS-N-004.

C. Special Circumstances
The board adopts the following policies with regard to graduation.
1. Honor Graduates

Honor graduates are designated as those students who have an unweighted Grade Point Average of exactly  93 or 3.63 or above or a weighted Quality Point Average of exactly 3.88 or above at the end of the third quarter of their senior year (the GPA or QPA should not be rounded off). Recognition of honor graduates may be included in graduation programs.

2. A student who completes the requirements of the North Carolina Academic Scholars Program will receive recognition, including a seal affixed to his or her diploma.  
3. Students with Disabilities
Accountability standards and graduation requirements must be applied to students with disabilities to the extent required by state and federal law and State Board policy.

4. Children of Military Families


In order to facilitate the on-time graduation of children of military families, the board adopts the following policy provisions for students covered by the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children.

a. Waiver Requirements

Specific course work required for graduation will be waived if similar course work has been satisfactorily completed in another school system.  If a waiver is not granted, school administrators shall provide the student with reasonable justification for the denial.  If a waiver is not granted to a student who would qualify to graduate from the sending school, the superintendent or designee shall provide the student with an alternative means of acquiring the required course work so that graduation may occur on time.

b. Testing Requirements for Graduation

The superintendent shall accept the following in lieu of tests required for graduation in North Carolina: (1) exit or end-of-course exams required for graduation from the sending state; (2) national norm-referenced achievement tests; or (3) alternative testing.  If these alternatives are not feasible for a student who has transferred in his or her senior year, subsection c below will apply.

c. Transfers During Senior Year

If a child of a military family who has transferred at the beginning of or during his or her senior year is ineligible to graduate from the school system after all of the alternatives listed above have been considered and the student meets the graduation requirements at his or her sending school, then school officials from the school system and the sending school system shall collaborate to ensure that the student will receive a diploma from the sending board of education.
5. Early Graduation

All students must complete at least six semesters in a high school course of study in grades 9-12.  The last semester of enrollment as a full-time student must be in a Stokes County high school.  

a.  Students who seek to graduate early should notify the principal at the time of pre-registration during their sixth or seventh semester of their intent to graduate early; notification must occur no later than the first day of classes in the student’s intended final semester.
b. Students under the age of eighteen must have written parental consent for early graduation.

c. Early graduation will have no effect on the calculation of a student’s maximum potential credits.  Part-time enrollment or dual enrollment will have no effect on the calculation of maximum potential.  

d. Schools will be under no obligation to alter schedules to accommodate students who desire to graduate early.

e. An individual’s student status automatically terminates in all respects upon early graduation, except that early graduates may participate in the next scheduled commencement program.

f. For purposes of this policy, the definition of “full-time student” approved by the State Board of Education for student accounting in the student information management system will apply.

6. Graduation Certificates 
Graduation certificates will be awarded to students in accordance with the standards set forth in State Board policy.

7. DIFFERENTIATED HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA

Stokes County Schools offers a differentiated diploma program at each of the high schools (with the exception of Stokes County Early College High School) for students who are at risk of dropping out of school and/or who have faced a life-altering hardship (example:  serious illness) which has had a detrimental effect on their education.  The differentiated diploma is a standard North Carolina high school diploma requiring students to complete applicable minimum North Carolina Graduation requirements.

CRITERIA

The Differentiated High School Diploma is not a “fast-track” program, but is designed for students who are having difficulty meeting the 28-credit requirement for a standard Stokes County High School Diploma due to a documented hardship.  

The principal of the school the student attends, in consultation with a counselor, will determine the number of credits a student must earn in order to earn a diploma; in all cases the student must earn at least the minimum number of credits required by the State of North Carolina for that student (See Number 3 under Diploma Requirements above).

REFERRAL PROCESS

After careful review of the appropriate documentation and at the recommendation of the principal, the principal and a school counselor will meet with the student and his/her parents to discuss the differentiated diploma.  The principal and counselor will develop a Graduation Plan which must be signed by the Principal, Student and a Parent.  The agreement and supporting documents must be submitted to the Superintendent for approval.

Legal References:  G.S. 115C-47, -81, -174.11, -276, -288, -407.5; State Board of Education Policies GCS-C-003, GCS-C-031, GCS-N series  
Cross References:  Goals and Objectives of the Educational Program (policy 3000), Student Promotion and Accountability (policy 3420), Citizenship and Character Education (policy 3530), Children of Military Families (policy 4050) 
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